EXCAVATION   AND   EXPLORATION                 l6l

complete study of the Kharoshthi documents from this and other
sites a difficult task. Their full publication has since been achieved
by the labours of three distinguished scholars, Professor Rapson and
MM. Senart and Boyer.

Much remains to be done in critical interpretation. Among
other facts of historical interest it has become certain that the settle-
ment belonged to the tract known in the Chinese Annals of the Han
dynasty as Ching-chueh, and that it belonged not to Khotan but to
the territory of Shan-shan, corresponding to the present Lop area
far eastward.

When on February i4th I left this fascinating site I was well
aware that ruins remained untraced among the dunes. Another
distant site, reported where the Endere stream is lost in the sands,
proved to comprise, besides a large debris area, the remains of a
circular fort. On clearing a square temple cella within it, numbers
of leaves from Buddhist manuscripts in Sanskrit and Tibetan were
recovered, besides other curious relics. A Chinese sgraffito on the
temple wall, dated A.D. 714, established the fact that the fort, situated
on the Charchan-Lop route, was occupied during the period when
the Tarlm basin is known to have been exposed to Tibetan invasion.

From Endere, the easternmost point reached, I returned to
Keriya; then following its river for some 150 miles northward I
visited the site known to treasure-seekers as Kara-dong. The remains
here were of a decayed wooden structure within a quadrangle of
mud ramparts. The finds, apart from a variety of well-preserved
foodstuffs, were scanty. But interesting features of timber con-
struction were observed, and Han coins were picked up near the
ruin. It probably marked a fortified station guarding a difficult
route crossing the Taklamakan towards Kucha, which may have
been in use at that early period.

After experiencing in that desolate locality the first of the season's
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